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BIOGRAPHICAL ACCOUNT 


or 


LAVATE R. 


JOHN GASPAR LAVATER was born at Zurich, in Switzerland, on the 15th of 
November, 1741. At an early age he displayed great sensibility and penetration. 
He announced also a taste for drawing, in which he afterwards excelled ; modelled 
in wax, polished glass, and employed his juvenile years in various other amusements 
of the like kind, which had a relation either to philosophy or the mathematics. In 
the higher classes at school, his zeal for the sciences was excited partly by the coun- 
sels of Bodmer and Breitinger, and partly by a strong desire to emulate some of 
his school-fellows, distinguished by their talents. Lavater soon became known by 


the free and bold manner in which he thought and expressed himself; and every 


thing he said or wrote manifested, in the strongest manner, a warm heart and a lively 


imagination. 


Being destined for the church, instead of consulting books which treated of the 
branches of knowledge with which it was necessary he should be acquainted, in order 
to qualify him for the duties of his intended situation, he preferred acquiring them 
by conversation from the most enlightened of his fellow students, and from those ec- 
clesiastics who were most celebrated for their wisdom and learning. Betore he en- 
tered into orders, he had given striking proofs of his ardent love of justice and virtue. 
The benevolence of his heart, and some small tracts which he wrote on religion and 
morality, had already gained him the esteem and affection of the greater part of his 


fellow citizens. 


The first work, indeed, published by this extraordinary man, was a pamphlet 
against a magistrate who had been guilty of some acts of oppression. It was written 
with great spirit and energy ; made the author known as a young man of whose 
future eminence the greatest hopes were entertained; and procured him that respect 


which belongs only to superior talents. 


In the month of May, 1761, he was admitted into orders, and in March, 1763, 


he made a tour to Prussia, under the care of professor Sulzer, well known for his 
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theory of the fine arts, and in company with the two brothers Hesse ; and Fuseli, well 
known in this country as an eminent painter. Lavater resided some time in Prussia 
with the celebrated Spalding of Barth, in Pomerania ; and, while in this situation, 
he embraced every opportunity of improving his taste, and enlarging the general 


stock of his knowledge. 


After his return, he was some time deacon of the church of the Orphan-House, 
of which he was afterwards, viz. in 1774, appointed first pastor. In 1778, the con- 
gregation of the church of St. Peter, the only one in the canton of Zurich which 
has a right to name its own ministers, made choice of him as their deacon, and in 


1786 he was elected first pastor. 


In consequence of a request made to him by the Helvetic society, he composed 
his Chansons Suisses, Helvetic songs; which are replete with sublime ideas, and are 
now sung by that society, and by the youth in several of the cantons. About the 
same time he published his Vues sur U Eternité, Prospect of Eternity, a work which 


has become the model of Swiss poetry. 


He afterwards published Chansons Sacrées, Sacred Songs ; which are also entitled 
to the highest praise. The Messiade, the Messiah, a kind of didactic and historical 
poem ; Joseph d Arimathe, Joseph of Arimathea, le Ceur Humain, the Human 
Heart, Ponce Pilate, Pontius Pilate, and a Bibliotheque Manuelle, Manuel Library, 
in several volumes, in which he gives an account of his theological and moral 


opinions. 


But the most remarkable of the works of Lavater, and that which has most con- 
tributed to raise his fame, are the Essais Physiognomiques, Physiognomical Essays. 
These Essays, he observes, contain ‘‘ only the materials for treating the science,” 
but there will be found in them an ingenious system, and the result of many cu- 
rious and new observations. They were the amusement of his leisure hours, during 
the greater part of his life, and the expences which he incurred in forming his Phy- 


siognomical Cabinet, exhausted in a great measure his small property. 
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A whole volume would not be sufficient to give a short analysis of all the works 
of Lavater, polemic, ascetic, moral, and theological, besides a great number of 


sermons. 


The number of works which he published, and of those which he left in manu- 
script, must excite astonishment ; and this astonishment is still farther increased 
when we reflect on the extent and the regularity of his correspondence, the scru- 
pulous fidelity with which he discharged the duties of his ministry, the numerous 
visits which he received, and the interruptions occasioned by his beneficence and 
celebrity. This fertility of his genius can be no other way accounted for than by 
ascribing it to the order and regularity which he observed in the employment of his 


time. 


His conversation was always animated and interesting. His lively disposition, 
and his desire to please, added to great sensibility and delicacy of sentiment, made 
his company to be much sought after by all those who had the pleasure of his ac- 


quaintance. 


Lavater was deeply affected by the calamities of his country, and he neglected 
nothing that could tend to alleviate them. It is not improbable that he became the 
victim of party spirit. At the re-taking of Zurich by the French, he was badly 
wounded ; and there is reason to believe that it was not by the victors: for he care- 
fully concealed both the name and the motives of the person from whom he had re- 


ceived the injury. 


During fifteen months of almost continual and extreme suffering, he shewed an 
example of patience and resignation highly worthy of imitation. He frequently said, 
* Thanks to heaven I have always had the happiness to believe in the immortality of 
the soul ; but I never had a more clear conviction of it than at present.” Even when 
his end was approaching, he dictated, with a faltering voice, some religious verses, 


which he terminated with a prayer. 
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This great man died on the 2d of January, 1801. Ofenninger,* who had the best 
opportunity of knowing Lavater’s talents, speaking of his poetry, says, there are few 
of his poems which do not occasion a kind of sublime pleasure, produce some lasting 
advantage, unfold and impress some useful truth, exhibit some beautiful example, 


or excite some generous, virtuous, pious, and benevolent sentiment. 


“¢ It is impossible, however, to conceive a life more active than that of Lavater : 
he composed incessantly, and his continual zeal kept alive the ardour of his imagi- 
nation. He always took more and more pains to finish his productions ; and the ver- 
sification of his last lyric poems is purer and chaster than that which he wrote be- 
fore. Every reader must acknowledge the beauty of the versification of his Jesus the 
Messiah, the sublimity of his Ode on the Ascension, the excellence of the morality 
in his Epistle to his Son, the naivité of the Helvetic Songs, and the natural painting 


in the Cataract of the Rhine.” 


* He was deacon of the church of which Lavater was pastor 
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Volerably designed. The tourtenance good and tranquil, just, mild, but not sufficiently masculine. The Back of the Nase 
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An ancient or antiquated head full of strong natural powers fill of good sense, without precision. 


4 bon-vivant. rise i determining and firm . 
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Sometung Open, Noble, huminous. The Five and the kiye-brow nise. The contour of the Forehead does not harmonize sufficuntly 
with the Hye and the prudent Nosé. The Chin and Mouth are dificent in gracqpines and warmth . 
Draven by havater. Engravad by JIngjmar 


Lubhiih id May 1.1802 by RitWestlevy, W180. Strand? & Ioafiman , 1? 28, Zale Bell Mer. Coleman Street, London 


\ 
a 3 
; 
e- 
‘ 
oi ‘ 
ed . ’ ® 
} , 
7 
; 
‘ 


, . 
. 
\ >) > 
‘ 
mt A f 
, 
’ 
. 
SS 
. rs 
co 
~ 


. 
» 
ri 
- 
‘ 
4 
> AP ws! 35 
Ge Fy ‘s 
vf 
‘ 


zs 
“ 


"i 


etiam tan be 
a fae! 


.% ‘ 
me OG ey ANS 


4 


Wizz =) 
Wt. \ \\ Ni | \) 'G , VA 
= Vilna SG A \ — 
us / —\\ Ra 
((( G Y) (| 


\| \ i CN 
(NX W) \\\ ///) = 
W@ \ Me IW) 
\ \ | | \« Z 


welfjen'de Bate 


(\ WSS RRS 
NINSS — 


SVAN = 
SSS = Wes 


nemeue plus giordinavie Gary le frond, Deyeur percary oh fages. 


v grand mass La Dela prokie pridence La bouche oft Jee, dees, fay grace 


na kend 


Le hea 


(97k 


/ 


Lhe 


Nose has notlung great, but it has a low 


Memory more than ontinarv in the Forehead. Fives prerang and WS. 


prudence. The Mouth ws dry, deersive, rihoul grace. 


Dnavn br Lavater. 


+11, 1802, by RiLWestley, 59/59. Strand « Wauffman, 5°28, Litt Bell Mle, Coleman Street 


Lublishid Mas 


<ergue le Conourdy yeti nepod pay afey Caraclerifhgne on ntcomect pourdant une 


"197 L. 


Although the contour of Eves is not sufficiently characteristic, there may heverthelgs be discovered a phvsugnomy mary, 
niuse and determined, but void of dignity, gracefidnefs , or benevolence. 
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Corugal Love, well exprofied but not sufficiently natural, alough natural. The Man ws upright, honest, but not pofiefied 


of much wisdom and seems rather absent The Thad of the Woman is somervhat to large neverthelefs modest, mild , tender, 


chaste ard faithful. 
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Good Sense, Kectitude, nithout any quality ether great or mean. Le is modest, mild ,confrentious and mneapable 
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Clonnishness which does not want for sense, It is a tranquility desirous of someting. It 1s a concealed grief, 


4. melancholy repose. dn Liye on the look out, nith releckon. 
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This ts nota roman of wit, but good, virtuous, modest, the good mother of a family . 
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The Forehead nithout character, without spirit rithout force. The Nose ws not stuput, but dull. The Mouth is jill of tndgjerence. 


Lhe Fives do not promise rch. The Chin grossly sensual. 
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Lhe Forehead without truth and nithout suri. The Lye extremely fieble The Mouth good and pacijic 
The Nose, separately considered, twolerably vise. 
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ln te Phy stognomy and Countenanee there is reaknefs and tinidety, Vhe Forehead and the Hive are 
very weak, Uhe Nose, considered by iself)is more mise . The Mouth ts conscuntous and tolerably reese . 
Prunn by Lavater, 
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carwature announcing more folly than nisdom. There isin the Hivebrons and the Mouth an aur of discontent, 


a tant of energy. 
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Brutishly Sensual. Hard . /mpetuous Dull . 
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Formal. narrory-minded Relupwousness wuihout Charly. 
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Lumd Religwousness, contracted , scrupulous , conseuentous . but nithout grace and gattty ; modest, 


Zemperate , faithful, but at least,as fer as regards the Lives very unsteady. 
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It ts thus that Humility may be delineated. It ts tus that she appears attentive. Her Nose bespeaks nisdom. — 


Her Mouth tunity, Her Live devotion . Altogether she is respectable . 


Dravn by Lavate. Engrava by J Ligjinan 


Tublishd May 1. 02 by RiMWestey V°/59, Strand & Jintiman,S? 28, Little Bell Alley, Coleman Street, London. 


ae 


Fabel, Femelle & jeagemtnl. Dang celeb la Botche. Inclinaion ci. lavarter dial 


Neaknefs. Delicacy of Judgement in the Hive & Mouth. An tnelination lo bvarie 


Atenlion inloreffee, rude , Leypril resmediacre, Le ner Uoluptueuc 
/o./97. {. 


Ltude greedy attention , the geruus very moderate, the Nose voluptuous . — 
Lavater - 
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Sensual Brutality, coarse curtning which aims only at course engovinent. Crajlineps 
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Faiblefp eb entéeemen! Daag lo Front Lele Cony loeil. Senfualile Vary le nex. ply encore Bary (a. bruce 
1 IOI. 


, . 5 : 4 4 7 . ‘ . 2 5. : 
Feebleness and Tnfatuation in the Forehead, Folly in the Eve, Sensuality in the Nose and stil more in the Mouth. 


Dramvn by Lavater Engravid by JLujjman. 


Publish’ May 1.1802, by RAWestey.W59, Strand, «& Slufiman,5° 28, Little Bell Alley, toleman Street. 


Gemeuthet put en 
‘ 


om hein von. gréafe. 
; leanngs with the appearance of Greatnes 
row Croye) au premer lowp doe quel ya quelque chofe deatracrdcnaure; UYa hey pec. 


Lo chevelufe off foluy fage que le nex. 
You think at first sight.there is something evtraordnary ; there ts very tittle There is more wisdom in the Hair. than in the Vose 
Drawn by Lavatr 


“yp 


Shupidile raburelle ob incarable. ofa position Dofrond marque impolfBilide radicals 


{ oeilef poible clfang espn Aa Bouche eft cayrtalemen| Bele Cf pay mai le mbalen. 
1197 L 


Natural and incurable Stupidity. Lhe position of the Korehead marks a radial inpossibility. T he Live 


ts weak and muhout sprit. Lhe Mouth ts completely stynd, not less so, the ( Aun. 
Praun bv Lavater: Engravad by JLigfman 


Publihd Mav 1802, bv RUMestley, 82759, Stand £ SValman, J? 28 Lite Bell Mey, Coleman Street. London 


{oul plein dodurese, corifdlere avec ley rider, qui en fortend. any la Bouche Jrode malice — 


Leapemble Yew bon vewant, feng amour, Jers modefie. Jang thaffele. ae 


The Exye considered with the wrinkles that proceed from it, fill of hardnifs. tn the Mouth cold matie. — 
The whole exhibits a Bon-vivant nithout etther love, modesty or chartty. 


Drawn by Tavater Engravd by Jiujjman 


Lublishd Mav 1.1802, bv RH Westley,.1°/59, Sound & Sicuthnan, N° 28,Little Bell Alley, Coleman Street, London. 


Jummhet chne Boshert. 
Dulrefs rithout It wkedneys . 


Le ronh [ovil eb la Bouche fondgans esprit Sony jugemenh, fanyenengic. 
a Bouche oft one. Xe neyeftpleg fage quelefrnh ee rept 


The Forehead, the Five and the Mouth are nithout spirit, judgement or energy. The Mouth 


ws good. The Nose is more mise than the Forehead or the other parts 
Drawn by Lavater 


Publishd May 1, 1802, 6) R.iLWestey W°/59. Strand & VWultman 7? 29. Little Beil Alley toleman Street, London 


un Féle pluine de forces und elermuneef, de nes Af aliy fage Gu Ly yous. 
a Bouche a quelque chofe de meprfant, Oindotend , oe deparaciiwa 


Cif un homme Oiffecele. d bravter 
10/.97.4, 


A Head full of undetermined strength. The Nose ts more nise than the Liyes. The Mouth partakes of 


Disdain , of indolence, of the disagreable.— This is a man dificult to discourse upon. 
Drann by Tavater Engravid by JLufiman. 
Publishd May 1 1802, by RitWestley, W752, Sarit & ILauftinan 7? 26, huittle Bell Alley Colman Street 


Pasbllfe qu prc dntoremenh, mag fay apgrcl el fry tng 
€ o0dl ol wn peu boop grand. le hoy ney] pap maura. La Front nopl pay dnccondaves Loe . 
W fone peu, ef fa fotefrance oft nelir d¢yperan ce . 
/ 1797 
Weakness He pravs sincerely, but rvithout spirit and neithout energv.—The Eeve is rather too large Lhe Nose 13 not bad. 
The Forehead does not accord nith the live. He suffers litle and his suffering ts mixed rvith hope. 


Y jt, 


London, Publish 'd May 1, 1802, bv ® HWWestlev 3°75 9. Stand «J Uuttinan, W?28, Liutle Bell di “ey, Coleman Street 


Staunen nicht unboler Fureht 
Frommig ket 


Start not at wroble far. — Innocence. 


Altintion molec de Devotion — ee Crainte fepefiteue 
Vonnitese,, ot Reflucvon fary gene. un Infemble, harmoncecx: 


10:/-g7L 


Attention mixed with devotion and superstitious fear: Honesty and replecton nithout 


genius. — The whole harmonious . 
Engravd by JLujjiman 


nidon. Publish Mav 11.1802, by RUWestley. #759. Soand & Tinffman, 0°28, Littl Bell Alley, Coleman Street 
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tnlancelee phligmatgue.e ney ne manque pap de feegbmeny. male eb jufte, de contour Marg ue ‘ 
ba Dispofitron és tanelancolic. a bouche wy petfolle, mais fecke, froide ef bitnt au mepore 


lol.g7L 
Phiegmatic melancholy. The Nose is not ranting in judgement, masculine and just. The contour marks a drspostton 


to melancholy. The Mouth is not foolish, but dry, cold and tending to deceit. 


Dmrn by Lavater. Engravd by J Lujiman 


Publish May 1802, bv RUNestey, N°/59, Strand & TIuffman.,.5°28, Little Bell dev, Coleman Street, London 


Le Front fable Lovil woe # fans oforil. Le NezOun lafanl.fa. ouch kinide. 
ce menton bon et modefte 
/ 


/2:14797 t. 


The Forehead nak. The Five pensive and without spirit. The Nose childish. The Mouth timid . 


The thin good and modest. 


Dravn by Lavater. Engravit by Thugjman. 


Publishit Mav 11,1802, by RMWestley,V7/59, Strand, © SNartfman V°28 Little Bell sdlley, Colernan Street. 


‘ ; Para : em. 


Le front £ans esprit. (ener pris apart, paffablement fage La bouche oft fable, 
comme | oed/. {énfemble Fumio ife fang duecune Taree. 


The Forehead 1s ruithout spirit. The Nose, taken separately, tolerably nse. The Mouth and the Live are weak. 
The whole tiniutty riuthout strength. 
Onan by Lavater 


Publishd May 1/./802, by RUWestley, £°/59, Sand « Wtaullman WV? 28 Lidtle Bell diley, Coleman 
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Donsens mt Fostignet 
Good sense mith Furmngs - 
Ponfons, Coonhwumaus,acfivile. promfrle, Tacililé de pe fiver daffaire. Jermel® joyeupe. 


7 V0f- 97. Le 


Good sense. Good humour, prompt activity , happy wm settiiig differences Firm . Cheerfitl . 


Dranvn by Lavater. Engrava by JIujjman. 


Publish'd May 1. 1802, bv RANMestley, 4159, Strand, & SIauffman, 9°28, Little Bell Allev, Coleman Street, London. 
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Prudence, not very active . 


Tans le trond prece foirifuel [bel te ney, la Bouche & menton 
fon! vor un homme pridert, actf ef niche en bon Confecly 


/2/, /197. z 
Without the Forehead but little spiritual. The Hive, the Nose, the Mouth, the Chin shew aman 
prudent, active and rich in good advice. 


Drann by Lavater 


Engravd bv 7Lulinan 


Publishd May 1, 802, bv RW Westley, 9/59, Sound, « Siuffman,5°28, Late Bell dey, Colaonan Street 


“(Uoique Ocymey Kaphaol . any berite, Fans caraclere , fi non'de Defer peux. 
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Although after Raphael , without truth , rvithout character, 7 not of pious desire. 


Drarn by Lavater Engravd by J Lujjinan 


Publishd Mai do2 oy RiWestley W°s2, Sauvid © J.Louftman, J” 28, Little Bel’ 


Bat rlielDe Meg Pe ape. linn fuk ay fepecanl Dipl. [ete aint 
a four ofa fe sepofer fla foucffance Senfucllr. Lopeuhe ft fimide of reflochiffante. 


+ 94. £ 


Prudence mived nith rvcaknefs and suspicion. — The Hives are not justiv designed. The Nose loves to eryov and repose 


on sensual pleasures. The Mouth is tinud and reflecting. 


Publishd Mav 1.1802 a RA Westley, .V°759 Stand & \Lulfinan, 28, Little Bell Alley. Coleman Street. Lendon 


Drinn by ianater 


Keiischhet eines sehr sanguinischen. 


Curing. Jareguine.. 


Un homme exrfrememen fanguun ef voluphucun, gue penfe ala Oaplele. 
He detourne es your dg objiely fedusfany Pl ne manque pas despot 
mais le phufque luifact ublior fowwent for deve. 


1 man extremely sanguine and voluptuous, who has ar tea of chastity . He turns aside lus eves from 


lolgrh 


seducing objects He does not want for understanding but jus temperature often rnakes hum jorge tus duty. 


Publihid Mav 1.1302 by RUWestley,N7159, Strand we ULuffnan. 9°28, Litl Bell Ailey, Coleman Stet. Zowdon 


= 


nee 


; 


1 ( ( ( 
Ce Lrofid a lair Ve grandeur ob iloft leg pee qui leleve audeffes oop 


un pruaudefes Qe lorinaive cebtle Ney Lovil ot fred oPinaive aingi le Font. Hl ncst pay profi 
Labouchd of Sars carackere. Ula Barbe eff bpojabelle poour la Tete et pour la bouche. 


"797 
This Profile has the atr of greatness and tis very litle that raises tt above the level of good sense. The Nose is a tittle above 
mediocritv. The Eye ws verv ordinary as also the Forehead tts not profound . The Mouth nants character and the Beard 


ws too handsome for the Had and Mouth . 
Drarvn by Lavater. Engravid bi J Luffman 


Publish Mav 11,1802, by RAWestley, 17/59, Sound & Jiufinan W? 28, Late Bell Alley, Coleman Street, London 
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onkommic innocence , Frovdeur. {0 nor oft pluy fage of plus delicak que ley you 
Labbouche of le foge Ie limecone fice Fee ninbeprendra itn e mat. rene grand 
Me indinea la poffcue fe hupetug fang ule. 


Goodnature . Innocence Indifirence. The Nose ts more wise and more delwate than the Eves. The Mouth 1s the seat of 


10.972. 


torpid innocence . Thus Head nill not undertake anv thing either bad or great Lt inclnes to a passweness ever tanguil. 
Drawn by Lavater. Enorwd by JLujfiman 


Fublishd May 11.1802 by RACWestley, 0/59, Soran «© SLufiman, 3°28, Lite Bell Ailey, Coleman Street, London 


ravn by Lavater tyler Raphael. 


gravid by JTLigjfman 


Vo qualque cLignile: quelyue chafe Capoftlaue. dary linfemble Jaang bo vifage Ty a duluachre. 
A cectnegl pay lute fait fefage ge le front et lo nix. ee 


Wns, something apostole mi the whole figure, and in the courtenanee there ws sornething of character .The Eye ts net so wise as the Forrhead # Bose 
fr "fe J 9 : 


Lublishid May #802, bv RE Westey,8°7S9, Strand ,  IIuflman, ¥? 28, Little Bell Alley, toleman Street, Londen 
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Lrophetischer Srnst uP Jobvetende UnorbiltlichKeit. 


Prophetic serwusness and apparent imexorableness 


Livres Raphael 


After Raphael. 


dy a penetrars ct immobily. des fourctly (oleres.unnez ferme eb Dominant 
bo Sronf Our of /ougoury refiftant, des chevewt. Inanieres Sanaa 


The Hives penetrating and tmmoveable , the Fivebrows choleric, the Nose jirm & commanding, 
the Forehead hard and alvayvs jorbuting , the Haw characteriste. 
ater 
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Une fole ploine de doses de prele Jaktinlion, dans precifvon Qowceur agypement 


10/972. 


A Head full of vigour , pet, attention , without exact distinction , sweetness, harmony . 


Drann by Lavater Engravd by JLnijjinan 
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<feneffe Pans pugement ; Lroitews qui kent a la maliw. 


10-/-974 


Cunning without judgement, indifférence bordering on matee . 


Lavater 


Publshit Mav un 1802, by RUWestley, ¥2/59 Strand & J. 
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Siupidile Yangley your, Yang le nep ung la Boache. FoiblfpGangly Front; Qutlque, peu 
Degprt Gang ley Sourcily fi vors courres loul, la Bouche vate cipart, neft pag fous «fait faible 
f /97 i 
Stupulity wn the lives, Nose and Mouth . Weaknys in the Forehead. Some title genus in the Liyebrows . 
you cover the whole, the Mouth seen by itself 03 not altogether weak. 


Drawn by Lavater 


London, Lublshd May 1, 7802 by KitWestey. M59. Strand 


 Sefemble neptoey malieffine maizlo Gront riff foay fage,, la bouche fry Delecat 
of buen Conpidere Co Dpofl Tanque cee Caractere 


J} £ 1794. 


The whole is not badly desugned, but the Forehead 1s not rise, nor the Mouth adehiate 


apd well considered, the Propile rvants character . 
Engravd & JLigimarn 


Dravn by Lavater 


Lonion Lublishid May 1/802 by RYMestcy, 5759, Strand & Tiutiman. 2° 28, Lite Bell Ma, Colaran Street - 
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